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Scientists from the University of the Philippines Los Bafios Museum of Natural History and the Philippine National

Museum have discovered a new species of ant that they've named Romblonella coryae sp. n. in honor of former president
Corazon Aquino.

David Emmanuel M. General and Perry Archival C. Buenavente published their findings in the journal Halteres.
(https: //zenodo.org /record /17483 /files /28904.pdf)

Rare specimens

R. coryae was discovered in Cleopatra’s Needle, Puerto Princesa City, Palawan. Specimens were collected among leaf

Thitevebaithesesre’eki®dr, among low vegetation along mountain trails, and crawling around on the tarpaulin covers the
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Figures 1-4. Romblonella coryae sp.n. (holotype). 1. Lateral habitus; 2. Full-face view of
head; 3. Dorsal view of body; 4. Labels.

David Emmanuel M. General, Ferry Archival C. Bueraves
Honoring a modern hero

“It is fitting that a genus named after a Philippine island has a species named after a modern Filipino hero,” the
researchers said in their study.

“People in Palawan have been grateful to the late President (Aquino) for Republic Act No. 7611 or the Strategic
Environmental Plan for Palawan Act of 1992 General said in an article on the UPLB website.

(http: //mnh.uplb.edu.ph/index.php/14-content /news/236-new-species-of-ant-named-after-president-cory-
aquino) RA 7611 (http: //pcsd.gov.ph/sep_law/ra7611.htm) aims to “assist and support the implementation of plans,
programs and projects formulated to preserve and enhance the environment” while still pursuing socio-economic
development.

According to General and Buenavente, R. coryae is the second Romblonella species from the Philippines. The first is R.
opaca, which was found in Romblon in 1935.

THowdlsiteellseasopkiesvery rare to find, in fact, they have only been seen in five island locations in the Philippines and
waaye aRkibeen Rbsepicskemypdere in the mainlands of Luzon and Mindanao,” General said.
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Critical habitat

The fact that Romblonella is rare helps moves to make Cleopatra’s Needle Forest Reserve a critical habitat.

“Finding these ants in Cleopatra's Needle speaks much of the reserve's rich but threatened biodiversity, and hence, the
need to fully enforce protection measures in the reserve,” General added. — TID, GMA News

Tags: romblonellacoryae, coryaquino (https: //www.gmanetwork.com/news/tracking /coryaquino/), biodiversity
(https: //www.gmanetwork.com/news/tracking /biodiversity/), palawan
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