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Rainforest Trust is creating an 80,000 acre reserve in

the Philippines
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Rainforest Trust

After a successful visit to the future site of the Cleopatra’s Needle Forest Reserve on Palawan

Island, Rainforest Trust’s Conservation O�cer Robin Moore reports that partner organizations

are laying necessary groundwork for the reserve’s creation.  
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The proposed 80,000 acre reserve, adjacent to the Puerto Princesa Subterranean River

National Park, is a major biodiversity hotspot. In total, 31 endangered and threatened species–

including key populations of the Palawan horned frog, Philippine �at-headed frog, and

Philippine cockatoo–have been identi�ed at the site. Despite their spectacular biodiversity,

forests in the Philippines have been dramatically reduced by logging, mining, and land

conversion over the past 50 years. More than half of Palawan’s forests, however, remain intact.

 

To create the Cleopatra’s Needle Forest Reserve and protect Palawan’s remaining forests,

Rainforest Trust has partnered with several local conservation organizations and communities.

Moore was able to visit with these groups during his visit.

The Centre for Sustainability is a local conservation organization dedicated to preserving

Palawan’s biodiversity. “The Center for Sustainability is a small but very energetic and

motivated team. Their �rst project here in Palawan–a grouper hatchery–is very impressive and

demonstrates what they are capable of. They are well placed to succeed,” said Moore. Due to

a lack of previous scienti�c research in the area, the Centre for Sustainability is organizing a

month-long study in August with 15 experts representing di�erent taxonomic groups. Moore

believes that the project could potentially result in the discovery of new species and increase

the area’s conservation value even more.

Moore also met with o�cials from the City of Puerta Princesa, a key partner in the project.

Working with the Centre for Sustainability, the City of Puerta Princesa will establish the reserve

by declaration and enforce its protection. “The o�cials I met with reiterated their support for

the project and seemed genuinely excited by the potential for this to be a �agship project for

Palawan,” he said.

Moore later met with representatives of the Katala Foundation, another local conservation

organization. He con�rmed that they will lend their support to the project by engaging local

people in the conservation of key species such as the Palawan forest turtle and Philippine

cockatoo.

He also visited the proposed project site, hiking, and spending the night there. “The area is

really beautiful. In only a day we saw several hornbills, and more than 10 species of

amphibians, including the endangered horned frogs and vulnerable �at-headed frogs, which

live only in clear, pristine streams,” he said. While at the project site, he had a chance to meet

with members of the Batak tribe, including the chief. The Batak livelihood is heavily dependent

on the local environment; the tribe sustainably harvests and sells a variety of forest products

including tree resins and honey. “The Batak appear to be very engaged with the project and

supportive of it. The area really is their last stronghold,” he said. Once nomadic, the Batak

have been forced by the Philippine Government to establish a small village in the forest. The

last 200 members of the tribe now live in the forests of Cleopatra’s Needle.

View original article (https://www.rainforesttrust.org/news/2014/early-signs-point-towards-success-

philippines-project/)

https://www.rainforesttrust.org/news/2014/early-signs-point-towards-success-philippines-project/


New stories from Protect the Environment Fund

Feds to Analyze How Deadly 'Cyanide Bombs' Impact Endangered Wildlife (/stories/feds-

to-analyze-how-deadly-cyanide-bombs-impact-endangered-wildlife)

WildEarth Guardians

Pangolins Pushed to Extinction as Demand for Scales Grows (/stories/pangolins-pushed-

to-extinction-as-demand-for-scales-grows)

African Wildlife Foundation

The Road to Clean Cookstoves (/stories/the-road-to-clean-cookstoves)

Trees, Water & People

Top stories from Protect the Environment Fund

Critical Protection for Rarest Primates (/stories/critical-protection-for-rarest-primates-2)

Rainforest Trust

https://www.brightfunds.org/stories/feds-to-analyze-how-deadly-cyanide-bombs-impact-endangered-wildlife
https://www.brightfunds.org/stories/pangolins-pushed-to-extinction-as-demand-for-scales-grows
https://www.brightfunds.org/stories/the-road-to-clean-cookstoves
https://www.brightfunds.org/stories/critical-protection-for-rarest-primates-2


Million-Dollar Fund Established for Conservation Concession (/stories/million)

Amazon Conservation Association

Improving a Beloved Park (/stories/improving_a_beloved_park)

The Trust For Public Land

Your support makes these

stories possible

 (https://www.facebook.com/brightfunds)  (https://twitter.com/BrightFunds)

(https://plus.google.com/113937821522352093356)

Home (/) Why Bright Funds (/why) How It Works (/how) Personal Giving (/explore)

Team (/team) Careers (/jobs) Press (/press) FAQ (/faq) Blog (http://blog.brightfunds.org)

Terms & Conditions (/terms) Privacy & Security (/privacy_policy) Status (http://status.brightfunds.org)

Invest in a better world (/signup)

https://www.brightfunds.org/stories/million
https://www.brightfunds.org/stories/improving_a_beloved_park
https://www.facebook.com/brightfunds
https://twitter.com/BrightFunds
https://plus.google.com/113937821522352093356
https://www.brightfunds.org/
https://www.brightfunds.org/why
https://www.brightfunds.org/how
https://www.brightfunds.org/explore
https://www.brightfunds.org/team
https://www.brightfunds.org/jobs
https://www.brightfunds.org/press
https://www.brightfunds.org/faq
http://blog.brightfunds.org/
https://www.brightfunds.org/terms
https://www.brightfunds.org/privacy_policy
http://status.brightfunds.org/
https://www.brightfunds.org/signup

